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The Winner And Still President, FDR 

PRESIDENT FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSE- 

VELT, America’s greatest pres dent, was return- 

ed to the White House Tuesday for the fourth 

term, though by a smaller margin than his three 

previous victories. The vote of the larger cities, 
Philadelphia, New York City, Chicago, St. Louis 

and Detroit, where Negro voters form the balance 

of power threw the electoral votes of these pivo- 
tal states to the President’s column. Negro 

voters, apparently were not fooled by the pro- 

mises of IVIr. Dewey, choosing rather to express 

their gratitude for the performances of Mr. 

Roosevelt during the past twelve years. 
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Lena Proves To 

Be Real Trouper 
NOW THAT the election is over, 

things not so political get their 

chance for a bit of un-covering 
In Washington and here’s a honey 

Lena Horne, the darirng of the 

GI’s, is one of the three leading 
box-office attractions on personal 
appearances (take that any way you 
liket ranking with Frank Sinatra 

and Betty Hutton, entertained the 

Idea of breaking her contract at 

the Howard Theatre here because 

she felt she had been given a dirty 
deal. But she’s a real trouper and 
she’s smart — so she didn’t do it. 

It all came about over a “hike” 

in the admission prices for the week 

of her appearances. The usual price 
44 cents matinees and 60 cents for 

night. The straight price from 

opening to closing for Lena’s show<5 

was $1.00. 

But» Lena knew nothing about 

the new scale put into effect just 
for the week she was here. She 

didn’t come to Washington solely 
for the money angle. She request- 
ed it be added to her personal ap- 
pearance tour for sentimental rea- 
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Three Children Of Estranged Mother 

Burned To Death Saturday Morning 
Three small children, ranging in 

ages from one to four years, were 

burned to death at their home, 173 
East Bell street, earlv Saturday 
morning. The fire which part- 
ly destroyed the house, is reported 
to have been caused by an over- 

heated v'ood stove in the room 

where the children had been left 

asleep by their mother while she 
went to town on an errand. David 
Ford, aged grandfather of the chil- 

Hattiesburg High 
School Gets $500 

HATTIESBURG—(Snecial) — The 
Ciry Federation of Women’s Clubs 
(white) of this city, in a recent 

meeting set aside the sum of $500 
to be used for the construction of 
a Wading Pool at Eureka High 
School for Negroes here, the addi- 
tional sum needed to be furnished 

by the city. Contracts for the con- 

struction of the Pool have already 
been let and work is expected to 

bep'n at once. 

Prof. N. R. Burger Is principal 
of Eureka High School. 

Giles Hubert 

Banquet Speaker 
ENDS FARM AND HOME 
AGENTS MEETING 

Prof. Giles A Hubert, member of 
the faculty of Fisk university, 
Nashville, Tcnn., and Special Con- 

fuljtantt, Farm Security Adminir 
stration, U- S. Department of 
Agriculture was the guest speaker 
at the 3anquet, at Summers Hotel 
last Wednesday night which 
Ircught to a close the annual 
meeting of the Farm and Home 
Demonstration Agent held at Jack- 
son College last wwek 

dren, in the house at the time the 
fire started, stated that he vi'as 
awakened by the smell of smoke, 
but was unable to rescue the chil- 
dren on account of the smoke and 
heat. 

Two of the children, Nathaniel, 
1, and Sally Ruth, 2, died at the 
home. Shirley Ann, 4, died several 
hours later at a local hospital. 

The mother of the children, Mrs. 
Mable Davis, has been separated 
from her husband, Cassell Davis, 
for some time. Upon discovery of 
the fire, women of the neighbor- 
hood spent several hours in search' 
for the mother before she was 

found. She is said to have been out 
to see about a job. The husband, 
Cassell Davis, father of two of the 
children is out of tov'n and repeat- 
ed efforts on the part of relatives 
failed to locate him. 

Funeral services for the children 
were held Monday evening. 

Local Branch 
Workers Hear 

NAACP Officer 
At. large number of the mein- 

ters of the Local Branch of the 
S. Perry, Administrative Assistant, 
NAACP were present ata special 
meeting at Collins Funeral Home 
FHday night at which Mr. Leslie 
NAACP Washington Bureau was 

the principal speaker. 
Mr. Perry’s talk dealt princinal- 

ly with telling of the great con- 

gestion in the national office due 
to the large increase in the mem- 

bership and of improvements that 

have been made that will assure 

I the lccal branches closer contact 
I with the national office, and will 

improve the time of mailing new 

membership cards which has been 
a njajor problem of the National 
office. 

Seamen In Philippine Battles 

MISS. ‘MOB LEADER’ FREED 
All White Jury 
Frees Leader 01 
Mississippi Mob 

May Not Bring 
Others To Trial, 
Says Prosecutor 

LIBERTY, Miss—(S N S)—Noble 
Rider, 33, was acquitted by an all- 
white jury Friday night of a mur- 

der charge in connection with the 

I slaying of Rev. Isaac Simmons 
weil known local minister and 

farmer, and after he had been 
freed District Attorney Joe E. 
Brown indicated that there was 

some doubt that five other white 
men, charged in the slaying of 
the aged preacher, would ever be 
tried. 

Following the Jury’s verdict, 
I Brown stated that he brought Ri- 

der to trial first because he believ- j 
ed he had the strongest case 

against the 33-year-old white far- 

! mer. 

Rider and five other white men 

of this :onun unity vflere indicted 
last week for the slaying of Rev. ; 
Simmons near here m what the 
state charged was a dispute over 

the ownership of a farm owned 
by Simmons and his son, the latter 
who was run from this community 
after his father had been brutally 
murdered by the group of white 
men who wanted possession of the 
valuable farm property of the Sim- 
mons family. Simmons was mur- 

dered on last March 26, it was 

stated. 

FBI ENTER CASE 

During the latter part of Aug- 

j ust of this year an investigation 
was begun in the case of the re- 

ported lynching of Simmons, who 
was 66-years-old when he was 

j slain, by the United States Jus- 

j tice Department at Washington. At 

; t hat, time the incident was report- 
; ed to the civil liberties section by 
both the Federal Bureau of Inves- 

tigation and the United States At- 

torney’s office in the New* Orleans 
area toward the end of July, and 

I the investigation was begun on 

August 4, of this year. 

According to information glean- 
ed from the civil liberties section 
and the NAACP, which interested 
itself in the case, the Rev. Sim- 
mons owned a 220-acre debt-free 
farm in Amite county here. Sev- 
eral whites in the community 
learned that there were possible 
oil deposits, and certainly large 
timber areas on the land, and be- 

gan to inveigle the property away 
from him. 

For a period, however, certain 
tax payments were due and- they 
hoped to get the property by auc- 

tion. Rev. Simmons later paid up 
these back taxes, which angered 
the whites, and on March 26 three 
of the white men went to the Sim- 
mons home and took him and his 
son, Eldridge, in their car. The 

pair was taken into the woods, 
where the elder Simmons was 

beaten, taken down a road, and 
both were put out of the car. The 
aged minister started to run from 

the whites after alighting from the 
car and was shot in the back as 

he fled. The son was later rup out 
of town * 

INDICTMENTS RETURNED 

Last week in an almost unprece- 
dented action an Amite County 
grand jury returned murder in- 
dictments against the six white 
men for the brutal, lynch-killing 
of Simmons, the Department of 
Justice announced. The slaying re- 

sulted in an FBI investigation, 
the results of which were turned 
over to the District Attorney for 

presentation to the grand jury, 
which group later brought forth 
the indictments of the six whites. 

Grand jury action, at first was 

believed improbable because Negro 
witnesses had been frightened 
against testifying and had disap- 
peared, was made possible when 
the FBI turned over to the District 
Attorney depositions taken from 
witnesses in their homes and told 
the officials where the witnesses 
could be found. 

Trusts Ring To His Chief 

JUST IN CASE, Captain Wendell O. Pruitt, 23, of St. Louis, 
Missouri, one of the lead ng pilots in thd 15th AAF in Italy, makes 

sure that he leaves his valuable ring- with his smiling crew chief, 
Staff Sergeant Samuel W. Jacobs, 24, of Los Angeles, California. 

Pruitt is assigned to the 332nd Fighter Group.— (Mediterranean A1 

lied Air Forces Photo) 

State School Principal Ask 

Legislature To Improve 
Educational Opportunities 

LESLIE S. PERRY NAACP 
OFFICIAL PRINCIPAL SPEAKER 
AT CONFERENCE HERE 

JACKSON, Miss. — The princi- 
pals of the Negro Public Schools of 

the state in their annual confer- 
ence at Jackson College here Fri- 
day, unanimously adopted the re- 

j port of its legislative committee 
recommending the improving of 
educational opportunities for Ne- 

groes in Mississippi and heard its 

principal speaker, Leslie S. Perry, 
Administrative Assistant of the Na- 
tional Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People review the 
history of the many cases won by 
Negro Teachers in the Federal and 
State courts on the issue of the 
equalization of salaries, giving rise 
to the prediction here that the 
here that the principals are just 
about at the point of court action 
on the teacher salary question in 
Mississippi, now regarded by many 
as the only possible vny to get the 
matter adjusted in the state. 

Probably the most significant re- i 
marks in Mr. Perry’s speech was 

made when he stated that every- 
where, after filing suit the teachers 
had always had the goodv/11 and 

wishes of a large group of v4iite 

people who recognize the justice of 
their case and that the same would 
be found true among the white 
people of Mississippi. 

Prof. JoseDh T. Brooks of Ala- 
bama Staate Teachers College, rep- 
resenting its president, Dr. H. C. 

Trenholm, who was unable to at- 
tend the conference, spoke on be- 
half of the American Teachers 
Association, and urged the princi- 
pals to have their students#partici- 
pate in the annual Elks Oratorical 
Contests. 

Prof. W. A. Higgins, principal of 
the Clarksdale High School v.ns 

elected conference to succeed Prof. 
A. A. Alexander of Alexander High 
School of Brookhaven. 
The report of the Legislative Com- 
mittee as adopted by the confer- 
ence is as follows: 

PURPpSE OF THIS REPORT 
The Mississippi Association of 

Teachers in Colored Schools has as 
one of its major objectives the im- 
provement of teachers and teach- 
ing situations in the colored schools 
of the State of Mississippi. This 
ultimately means raising the eco- 

nomic and cultural level of all the 
people in the State. The Associa- 
tion realizes that there are many 

factors affecting teaching condi- 
tions, some of which are salaries 
of teachers, training of teachers, 
length of school term, transporta- 
tion of pupils, availability of schools 
and physical facilities within the 

schools. It is the purpose of this 

report to point out some of the 

inadequate conditions facing Ne- 

gro education in Mississippi, and to 

make recommendations to the spe- 
cial Legislative Committee appoint- 
ed by Governor Thomas L. Bailey 
to ameliorate or eliminate these in- 

adequacies. The report will also be 
made available to interested and | 
responsible persons throughout the 
State. 
PREPARATION OF THIS REPORT 

This report was prepared by a j 
special committee appointed by 
President E. S. Bishop of the Mis- 

sissippi Association of Teachers in j 
Colored School. H. T. Sampson was 

named Secretary of the Committee j 
and vns given the responsibility of 
compiling the reDort. 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

The committee preparing this re- 

port fully acknowledges with grati- ; 
tude the many recommendations ; 

and suggestions in behalf of Negro 
education coming out of the State 
Department of Education. Dr. P. 
H. Easom, Mr. J. A. Travis and 
Superintendent J. S. Vandiver have I 
worked hard to bring the cause of ! 
Negro education to the forefront of 
public attention and legislative ac- 
tion. This reDort is intended merely 
to supplement and to accentuate 
what has been done. 
THE RECOMMENDATIONS ON 
THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
LEVEL SALARIES: 

1. In order to encourage better 
trained persons to teach in rural 
areas and to regulate the distribu- 
tion of qualified teachers over the 
State, we recommend that a state- 
wide salary scale be established 
based primarily upon training, effi- 
ciency and certification. 

2. We recommend that the mini- 
mum salary for any teacher of the 
State be not less than $75.00 per 
month. 

3. We recommend that the 
existing differential between the 
salaries of equally qualified teach- 
ers in Negro and white schools 
doing similar work be completely 
eliminated in time. And, that a 
definite schedule to do this be 
worked out and put into effect be- 
ginning with the next biennium 
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Partially Man 
Large Vessels 

WASHINGTON — (ANP) — A large number of Ne- 
groes serving outside of the category of mess attendants 

| are participating in the naval action in the Philippines, 
1 it became known here on Friday with the announcement 

by the navy department that on August 9, the navy began 
assigning Negroes in general service to man partially 25 
large auxiliary vessels. 

“Most of these ships are now In 
combat areas as part of the fleet 
train in the Pacific,” th# official 
announcement said. “Approxi- 
mately 500 Negroes are currently 
assigned to these ships, both as 

petty officers and non-rated men.” 

The 25 vessels of the following 
type: store ships, ammunition 
ships, cargo ships, oilers, and mis- 
cellaneous auxiliaries. Petty offi- 
cers assigned to these vessels in- 
clude substantially all ratings re- 

quired to operate the ship among 
them coxswains, gunner’s mates, j 
quartermasters, store keepers, car- 
penter's mates, yeomen, machin-j 
ist’s mates, radiomen, soundmen, 
electrician’s mates, ship-fitters. 

This is the first statement from 
the navy department that Negroes 1 

who have been trained for various j 
I skills have been given an opportu- 
i nity to perform duties in line with 

their training. As far as had been 
known, graduates of the Great 
Lakes Training School near Chi- 
cago had been assigned to port in- 
stallations. 

When a check or the names of 
the Port Chicago disaster was 

made, it was found that out of the 
more than 200 seaman killed, a 
largo number of them were men 

| other than general service 
| ratings. 

The recent announcement said 
that besides graduates of Class “A” 
service schools who have been j 
trained for advancement to petty 
ofjfli^er ratings, proportionate 

number of non-rated men have 
been assigned to the vessels listed. 

Negro Trade 
Week To Be Held 
Nov. 26-Dec. 2 

Plans for the observance of Ne- 
gro Trade Week here the week of 
November 26-December 2nd have 
been just about completed accord- 
ing to an announcement by Wal- 
ter H. Williams. President of the 
Jackson Negro Chamber of Com- 
merce which is sponsoring the 
event. 

According to the Chamber Pres- 
ident all that remains is the final 
draft and adoption of the Procla- 
mation which will be done at meet- 
ing this week. The president stated 
that the purpose of Negro trade 
week is to encourage Negroes to 
trade with Negroes and thereby 
encourage Negro businessmen to 
raise the standards of their busi- 
ness in keeping with the standards 
of other like businesses of the com- 

munity 
Mr. Williams also pointed out that 

when, more Negro consumers be- 
gin buying from Negro merchants 
the results will be raising of the 
pointing out that in raising our 
economic standards was much of 
economic standard of the race, 

According to the plans as dis- 
cussed and proposed by the Cham- j 
bor there will be a number of 
outstanding events during the week 
which will make the observance 
outstanding in the history of the 
Chamber and o f Negro business 
in the clt.y. 

Robert Small Wins 
Second T-B Award 

BEAUFORT, S. C. — Robert 
Smalls High School has again won 
state and national recognition in 
the 1943-44 Annual T-B Essay 
Contest.On Friday, at the Orange- 
burg district T-B meeting, a na- 
tions 1 representative presented the 
award, a check for $25.00 and a 

bronze medal, plus a certificate to 
Miss Etta M. Washington who 
sponsored the school’s entry. 

In 1942-43 the school also won 

T-B awards. 

Larger Cities 
Thrown To FDR 
By Race Voters 

Appeal Of Big 
Newspapers Gets 

Little Response 
BULLETIN 

NEW YORK CITY — (SNSl 
— Governor Thomas E. Dew- 

ey at 3:17 a. m. EST, conceded 
defeat in his race for the Pre- 
sidency. “It is clear now that 

3VIr. Roosevelt has been re-elect- 
ed for a fourth term,’’ declared 
Mr. Dewey. “I extend to him 

my heartiest congratulation* 
and wish that during his fourth 
term he will bring a speedy 
victory, the establishment of a 

lasting peace and the restora- 
tion of tranquility. I wish to 

thank millions of you for the 
confidence you placed in me 
and assure you that the Re- 
publican party has been greatly 
strengthened as a bulwark to 
freedom in this country.” 
By Scott Newspaper Syndicate 
Piling up a huge majority of 

more than a million and a haif 
popular votes to garner a total of 
351 electoral votes in reports issued 
at one o’clock Wednesday morning. 
President Roosevelt was definitely 
assured of victory in his fourth 
term bid. 

The popular vote total early 
Wednesday was for Roosevelt 
9,247,500 and for Dewey. 7,772,400. 

Governor Dewey ran well in the 
first few hours of the reports, but 
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Term Rumor Of 

| Gibson Quitting 
Job False 

By HARRY McALPIN 

WASHINGTON, D. C.—(NNPA) 
— Rumors that Truman Gibson, 
Civilian Aide to the Secretary of 
War. was resigning from his posi- 
tion just prior to the presidential 
election, were branded here as a 

political trick. The rumors grew out 
of a letter sent to the editors of 
several papers supporting the Re- 
publican candidate for President 
by Morris Milgram, executive sec- 

| retary of the Workers Defense 
League. Mr. Milgram is a support- 
er of the Socialist Party, which 
has opposed the Democratic and 
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Slate Recreation 

Group Meets Here 
The Steering Committee of the 

recently organized Mississippi Rec- 
reational Association met last 
Friday at Jackson College. At the 
meeting a Committee on By-Laws 
and Constitution was appointed, 
and plans formulated for sending 
a delegate to the Recreational 
Conference in Miami. Fla., early 
in next month. 

A meeting for the consideration 
of the By-Laws and Constitution is 
subject to the call of the Presi- 
dent, Prof. N. R. Burger, prln“paJ 
of Eureka High School 


